Danielle & Dan

We are Danielle and Dan and we thank you for taking the
time to learn more about our family. Words and pictures
cannot truly express everything we want you to know or
learn about us, but we will try our best to show you who we
are and how much love we have to offer. With this book, we
hope to share briefly about our life as a family and the
desire to grow our family through adoption.

Danielle and Dan met while giving campus
tours in college. Dan was training Danielle
to become a student ambassador. After
only a few weeks of training together, Dan
hinted at Danielle to meet him at a campus
softball game. Danielle met him there and
afterwards they continued talking often and
began hanging out regularly. After about a
month, they officially became a couple. As
their relationship continued to grow, they
began meeting each other's family and
friends. About 5 years into their relationship,
Dan proposed by giving Danielle a card
with one of her favorite quotes from one of
their favorite movies, When Harry Met Sally,
on the front. The card read, "When you
realize you want to spend the rest of your
life with someone, you want the rest of your
life to start as soon as possible." Danielle
read the card as Dan got down on one knee
in front of her. Danielle said "yes!" Their
wedding was a favorite for all; it's a
celebration that family and friends continue
to look back on and reminisce.
Together we love to go on beach vacations,
gather with our friends and family, explore
different pizza restaurants, attend sporting
events and participate in running races.
Our favorite time of day is sharing
dinnertime together with our son where we
are able to talk about our days. We also
enjoy spending a majority of our evenings
outside in the yard playing with our son and
neighbors.

My husband, dan
-by Danielle
Dan spent a majority of his
childhood growing up in the
state of Delaware. Dan is a
patient and supportive
person. He enjoys spending
time with his family and
friends. Dan loves watching
and attending a variety of
sporting events including
professional wrestling,
soccer, college and high
school basketball, just to
name a few. He enjoys
listening to music and
podcasts as well as doing
yardwork and different
housework tasks. Dan also
enjoys golfing with his dad
and friends. Dan currently
works in Higher Education
and has been in similar
positions since 2010.
He is a true family man and
puts his family’s needs
before anything else. Dan is
a wonderful father to Danny.
He is always ready to play
outside with Danny whether
it's pushing him on the
swings, playing basketball or
drawing pictures with chalk.
He and Danny spend time in
our basement building
towers or playing
competitive games.

My wife, Danielle
-By Dan
Danielle has lived her entire life in
Pennsylvania, in both urban and
suburban settings. Danielle is a
thoughtful and creative person
who makes a positive impact
during the small and important
moments in life. She values
lifelong learning and lasting
friendships. Danielle enjoys
running, reading, taking pictures,
and planning events to enhance
memories for all. To the core,
Danielle is someone you would
describe as Family First. She is
deeply parental, forward thinking,
and can meet a child on their
level under any scenario.
Danielle loves to challenge herself
physically with long distance
running, cycling, and fitness
classes, all before the sun rises.
With over a decade of
experience, Danielle is an
elementary school teacher who
loves the challenge of
differentiating curriculum to meet
the needs of all student abilities.

Danny
Danny is one tireless boy! He loves
adventure. He enjoys playing outside,
going on creek trips to throw rocks, and
loves to swim. He enjoys all animals,
especially reptiles. He is currently in
Preschool and is learning a lot! He loves
playing with others, especially his cousins
and neighbors. He is thoughtful, kind
and loves to lend a helping hand. He
loves babies and is excited to be a big
brother!

We love to visit
playgrounds close
by that are filled
with lots of fun
equipment.

We have a swing set and
sandbox in our backyard
that's always filled with the
neighborhood kiddos.

Our home is in a family oriented neighborhood, with many parks, a school, and a creek in
walking distance. We live in a two-story home which has 4 bedrooms. The favorite place in
our home is our newly finished basement because it's set up for lots of family fun and
relaxation.

Danielle's Family
Danielle's parents, David and Lisa, referred to as Nana and Pop Pop by their
grandchildren, live in Pennsylvania only about 5 minutes from Danielle and Dan.
Danielle has one older brother named David. David and his family live right around
the corner from Danielle and Dan. They all enjoy weekly Sunday Night dinners at
Danielle's parents house. Dinners usually consist of a delicious pasta dish,
homemade pizza, or cheesesteaks. Dinner is always followed by a mouth-watering
dessert such as homemade cookies or donuts, YUM! Danny and his cousins enjoy
playing basketball in their driveway or kicking a ball on their front lawn.

Dan's Family

Dan's parents, Dan and Karen, referred to as Oma & Pop Pop from their
grandchildren, live in Maryland. Although they live in a different state, we get
together often and it's always a lot of fun. Dan has two sisters, Monica and Nicole.
Both are married and have children. We enjoy visiting with them and making lots of
memories. Danielle has formed such a strong relationship with her sister-in-laws and
Danny loves visiting with his aunts, uncles, and cousins.

Family Traditions

Christmas is a favorite holiday for our families. Danielle's family does a seven
fish dinner on Christmas Eve, followed by an eventful gift exchange with all of
her cousins and they end the night with her dad (tradition passed down from
her grandfather) reading "The Night Before Christmas" to their entire
extended family. Dan's family also participates in the Italian seven fish dinner
and a gift exchange. Our favorite time of year!

Each year we begin
the holiday season
driving around the
neighborhood to view
Christmas decorations.
On Christmas, we
spend a day at
Danielle's parents
house where her mom
makes a delicious
brunch and we all
help decorate their
family tree.

Birthdays are a
big deal in this
house. We love
to celebrate with
a fun activity and
lots of cake.
Even our cat
Theo gets a
yummy tuna
surprise on his
big day!

Every year, Dan's parents
host a Ravioli weekend
where we spend time
together. One of the days
is spent making
homemade Ravioli. Meal
prep is accompanied by
a really fun playlist of
music. We end the day
with a large Ravioli
Weekend meal!

Halloween is lots
of fun in our
home. Danielle
gets creative and
coordinates
costumes around
what interests
Danny each
year!

Every summer, we enjoy taking beach vacations in South Carolina as well as the Jersey
Shore. We spend a week in South Carolina with Dan's parents and we enjoy a nice long
weekend at the Jersey Shore with Danielle's family. The beach is one of our favorite
places. We enjoy visiting a local orchard in the fall where we pick pumpkins and mums
to add to our outdoor decorations. We have a membership to the local zoo where our
family loves to visit. Danny has the zoo memorized by now, but always shows such
excitement when he sees his favorite animals. We can't wait to continue these
adventures with our growing family!

We love spending time with our family and our friends, who are more like family. They are
extremely supportive and can't wait to welcome a new baby into our family.

It has always been our desire to grow our
family, and at this stage in our life,
adoption is a path that we wish to pursue.
We are very excited to be adopting and
have so much love to share for this child
as we expand our family. We love being
parents. We love offering parental
guidance in all of its exciting and
challenging moments. Whether it is first
steps, first words, irrational tears, bedtime
stories, muddy clothes, arts & craft
projects, play-dates, personal milestones,
and all of the time that it takes to be a
parent; we are always present, and we
are always a united front. Please always
know we will unconditionally love and
cherish your child and we will make sure
that they will be proud to be adopted. We
hope this book gave you a look at our
lives and we look forward to meeting you.
Thank you for taking the time to read this.
Sincerely,
Danielle and Dan

