Carlin + Rob

hey there!

We just wanted to say thank you for taking the time to read our
profile. We know you are in the middle of making a hard decision and
appreciate you taking the time to choose what is best for you and
your child. We are so excited to be starting our family, and hope we
can be part of this process and partner with you.

ALL OUR LOVE,

Carlin + Rob

Our Story

We started talking through a dating app in 2012, right before Christmas. Carlin was
teaching in Maryland right outside of D.C. and Rob was moving to the area for a job
opportunity. Before meeting, we began a shared playlist on Spotify that we still
contribute to this very day.
We met the day before Carlin’s birthday. Rob had a great smile, Carlin had stunning eyes,
and we both shared a love for horror movies. Rob moved to Baltimore for a few months
before moving back to Wisconsin for a more stable job. We did a long-distance
relationship, visiting each other and planning vacations. Finally in August 2013, we moved
together to Providence, Rhode Island, where Carlin was from to begin a life together.

Why Adoption?

When we began dating, we knew adoption would be the path
to making a family. Carlin has worked in schools his entire
career and understands that biology is not required to make
a family. He has a cousin and some childhood friends were
adopted and had positive experiences. Rob wanted to
adopt from the beginning not only because he knew it
wouldn’t be biologically possible, but knew we would love and
care for any child that came our way. Together, we are so
excited to become parents and to be on this adoption
journey with you.

Meet Carlin
FINDING THE LIGHT AND HUMOR IN EVERY SITUATION HAS
BEEN A STRENGTH OF MINE THAT I WANT TO BRING TO
PARENTHOOD.

I have pursued a doctorate in education and recently
became a special education director for a charter school.
Prior to this, I was a special education teacher. I have a lot
of fond memories of students, some if which I still keep in
touch with today! I am training to become a sound
therapist that can hold sound baths. My love for music
and yoga brought me to this training. I love gardening
and just planted 20 apple trees in our front yard. I will be
learning to weld to build metal sculptures in our yard and
enjoy painting.
I love biking with Rob and I have
completed metric centuries. My favorite movie of all time
is the original Muppet Movie and I have Kermit the Frog
tattooed on my forearm. My favorite song of the
moment is Kasey Musgrave’s Cup of Tea. My favorite
holiday is a toss-up between Halloween and Valentine’s
Day. Growing up, my parents taught me that even
ordinary every day things can be exciting when you use
your imagination. I will have paternity leave when the
baby comes and I will always have school vacations (and
summer!) to spend with your baby.

"Carlin is the epitome of patience. Occasionally,
life can feel so heavy and overwhelming. He has a
way of seeing through the static to what matters.
He is sees beauty in all facets of life and the
world. He strives to better himself every chance
he gets. He isn’t afraid to get his hands dirty and
do what needs to be done for the greater good.
He is the best communicator I’ve ever met. If
there is a concern, he voices it. He would be a
phenomenal parent. He approaches every
situation with understanding and tenderness and
of course, humor. "

-Rob

Meet Rob
I GREW UP LOVING ART AND MUSIC WHICH LEAD ME
TO GET MY DEGREE IN GRAPHIC DESIGN.
I like to draw, play guitar, and listen to music in my
spare time. I grew up being obsessed with going to
concerts and music festivals. I was raised on folk music
like Joan Baez and Cat Stevens. My music taste
changed as I got older loving New Wave, Punk,
Electronic and Alternative music. Growing up in the
suburbs of Chicago allowed me to take advantage of
the city’s local music and art scene. During high school, I
would catch the train downtown to see a show or go to
the museums during the weekends. I love planning road
trips and adventures, whether it’s in New England or the
other side of the country. Every fall, Carlin and I drive to
Cedar Point in Ohio to go on roller coasters and
celebrate the season. I love scary movies and
Halloween is my favorite holiday. I start celebrating it in
late August (when people are salvaging the last scraps
of summer). While I am not as coordinated as my older
brothers, that doesn’t stop me from going on multiple
ski trips every winter with family and friends. Nature
plays an integral part of our life when weather allows.
Living close to the ocean is so important to me as it
“represents freedom and possibility”. I adore animals
and I’m content hanging out at home with both
domesticated and wild family pets.

"Rob had an ability to make me laugh even when I
was feeling the most exhausted or discouraged.
He is a very thoughtful, deep thinker, that cares
deeply for others and animals. He is a rule
follower, which is something I am not, so he
compliments me in that way. He will be an
amazing parent because he is always willing to
listen and can be a disciplinarian when necessary.
He also knows when to be silly at the most
appropriate times. "

-Carlin

Home Sweet Home

Our Community

We bought a fixer upper in 2019 and have remodeled the
entire farmhouse! We did the demolition, electrical,
plumbing, window replacement, and door hanging
ourselves (with a lot of help from Carlin’s dad). We live on
two acres within a nature preserve that is dedicated
farming and the arts. We have an art barn on our
property that is dedicated to a studio space to make art.
Within walking distance is a rec center with a baseball
field, skate park, dog park, track, and playground.
Additionally, we have our town library which has excellent
children’s programs and a restaurant within walking
distance. We are so excited to be able to entertain our
friends again since we just finished a big portion of our
landscaping.

We live in a coastal and farming town. Our house is 10 minutes from an ocean beach
(which we love visiting all year round) in a neighboring town and there are multiple bay
beaches within our town. Before we moved to Tiverton, we were married there in a public
sculpture garden and barn. We enjoy many hiking trails in our town as well.

Meet Telly Monster

We have a golden retriever named Telly Monster.
He loves people and checks in on the whole
neighborhood. He is almost 3 years old and loves to
run and play.

Meet Quinn

We have a Maine Coon Cat name Quinn that we
rescued from an animal shelter in Providence. She
is nine years old and loves cuddling and being in the
sun.

Meet our Chickens

When we bought our house, we found a chicken
running around our yard a few weeks into the
ownership. We ended up taking it in, feeding it
regularly, and giving her friends. She would lay eggs
by our doorsteps. We named her Camilla the Hen
because she survived in the outdoors on her own
for a long time. We no longer have her, but we do
have 11 chickens at the moment.

Our Life Together
We enjoy biking together. In fact, biking played a major role in Carlin’s
engagement plans. Our friends planned a beach vacation to Nantucket where
we had rented a house together. Carlin ordered a ring on Esty from Australia
that had diamonds in the rough. We had been riding our bikes for 18 miles and
did a little hike. Rob was starving! He started biking furiously in front of me, and I
could hardly keep up. I had our friends holding signs with quotes from Silver
Linings Playbook, a movie we saw on one of our first dates and the night we
both said, “I love you.” Rob didn’t notice what they said at first and kept riding.
He finally got to the beach and turned around. Luckily, Carlin was right behind
him and got down on one knee. He said YES! We then spent the day exploring
the island, going on a sunset cruise and star gazing.

OUR FAVORITE THINGS
Brunch, dinner, and movie
dates with friends
Beach days to body surf and
boogie board
Skiing and sledding in New
Hampshire and Vermont with
friends and family
Camping and hiking
Singing karaoke together –
Some of our favorites are
Malibu by Hole, Criminal by
Fiona Apple, Kiss from a Rose
by Seal

Our Adventures

Iceland

Theme Parks

We love to go to theme parks and roller coasters. Every year,
we go to Cedar point in Ohio to ride roller coasters and stay in
the cabin on the lake. We enjoy going with friends for the
Halloween Horror nights in October. Disney and Universal are
other places we have visited a few times because we enjoy the
theming. Rob’s mom drove through the night and surprised us
by meeting us at Disney. It was a great surprise!

For our honeymoon, we went to Iceland. We were married in
October and booked hotels in certain places of Iceland to see them.
None of it had panned out the way we thought, so we reluctantly
moved toward Reykjavik to explore the city. We had given up hope
on seeing the Northern Lights, but received a notification that there
was a chance that night. We ran outside, and there they were
floating over the city.

Madeira

One of our favorite trips was to the island of Madeira. Carlin is
half Portuguese, and it was an island we have always wanted to
go to. The plane ride there took us over 24 hours to get there.
We spent the weekend with friends hiking and exploring. One of
the most memorable experiences of the week was having two
men guiding us through the street in a toboggan.

Dominican Republic

Our first trip together was to the Dominican Republic at this
little all-inclusive resort. We had spent the day in the sun,
swimming around the resort. We decided to rent the snorkeling
equipment. We were about to swim back in when suddenly
there was a large dark spot swimming towards us. Rob saw it
first and yelled “Carlin!” I turned just in time to see a sea turtle
coming up for air.

New Orleans

We had a joint bachelor party in New Orleans where we rented
a house for our wedding party in the Marigny district. We spent
the week enjoying ghost tours, street music/art, and delicious
food. We learned firsthand why it was called the Big Easy.

Our morals +
values

"WE ACCEPT OTHERS AS THEY ARE BECAUSE
WE KNOW FIRSTHAND WHAT IT MEANS TO NOT
BE FULLY ACCEPTED BY OTHERS."

"Living through this time of transition has taught us a lot
about acceptance and being able to explain differences of
opinion in a loving way."
We started dating prior to marriage being legalized for gay couples. Being
traditionally married never really seemed like something we would pursue because,
even though it was legal in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, it wasn’t a right that
everyone could obtain in all states. At the time, we didn’t care because we loved
each other, and marriage was just a piece of paper. Fortunately, much has
changed since then and we have been able to marry just as anyone else. We
found that having a marriage felt amazing and validating to our relationship. Living
through this time of transition has taught us a lot about acceptance and being
able to explain differences of opinion in a loving way.

Holidays

We celebrate every holiday with our
family. For Valentine’s Day, we make our
own and give them out to our friends.
We usually host Easter and plan an
Easter Egg hunt for our nephew.
Thanksgiving is celebrated with Carlin’s
parents, friends and family. We enjoy
Christmas caroling through our
neighborhood. Christmas eve is spent
with family singing and playing
Christmas carols. We can’t wait to have
to celebrate Christmas with a little one
soon!

Our Families

Carlin’s parents live within 10 minutes from us. He is an only child, but is close to his
first cousin, Courtney, who lives within an hour of us in Massachusetts with her son
and husband. We enjoy spending time with them.
Rob has two brothers and a sister. Although we don’t live close to his family, we enjoy
visiting with his mom in Naples and his brothers and their wives and sister in Chicago
when we can. His sister also has homes on Dafuskie Island in South Carolina and
Naples, Florida which we love to visit. One of our favorite things to do with his
brothers and sister is to attend “Riot Fest” in Chicago every summer. We all share a
love of alternative music. The festival has a variety of food and venders. They
usually also have carnival rides as well. We have seen bands while riding the zipper
and cannot think of a better way to celebrate the end of summer with family.

Our Friends

We are lucky to have a wide range of friends. Since we live in Carlin’s
hometown, we have friends that he has known almost since birth. Rob’s
friends and family make the trip periodically out to visit us here from Chicago.
We enjoy having friends to our house for movie night or to hang out and grill
in the backyard.

MANY OF OUR FRIENDS ARE HAVING KIDS RIGHT NOW, SO THIS IS A PERFECT
TIME FOR US TO ALSO START A FAMILY. WE WOULD LOVE FOR THEM TO GROW
UP TOGETHER.

Our Promise

Thank you for your consideration in choosing us as a family. We would love
to instill a sense of wonder and appreciation for life in our child. We would
love for them to be able to explore everything the world has to offer and
support them in the pursuit of their dreams. We are a very socially
conscious family and have chosen a diverse community to live within
because it is an important aspect to us. We understand the importance of
unconditional love and have been lucky enough to receive that from our
family in this process and with our future child. We would be very open to
keeping in touch throughout your child’s life, whether that be through
picture sharing or planned visits. We want to be as open as you are
comfortable with, because we know how essential it is to your child’s story.
We understand this is one of the most challenging decisions for you and we
are so appreciative that you took the time to read our profile. We would
be privileged to be able to become parents to your child.

Carlin + Rob

